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benefits package” for all Americans and then
requires all citizens to purchase it. This man-
date will be enforced by a massive expansion
of the IRS, which will fine those who do not
comply two percent of their income. | believe
that individuals can best determine for them-
selves how comprehensive their health care
insurance should be, and that Americans have
many different needs which cannot be defined
by a one-size-fits-all package. Unfortunately,
H.R. 3590 sets the stage for mandated, stand-
ardized health care.

The provisions in H.R. 3590 will hurt fami-
lies, businesses, and kill jobs at a time when
we can least afford it. The Congressional
Budget Office (CBO) has reported that this
health care package will most likely raise pre-
miums for millions of families by $2,100 per
year. It also taxes employers if they cannot
provide health insurance and their employees
receive federal subsidies—this provision will
cause employers to lay off employees due to
cost increases, and it discourages companies
from hiring low-wage workers who are more
likely to qualify for subsidies. Furthermore,
Democrats have promised that Americans
may keep their health insurance if they like it,
but the CBO has predicted that up to 9 million
Americans will lose their employer-based cov-
erage. Additionally, the bill imposes an un-
funded mandate on Texas by drastically ex-
panding the Medicaid program, costing Texas
an estimated $24.3 billion dollars in the next
ten years.

Unfortunately, the reasons why this bill will
hurt this country abound. This legislation fails
to ensure federal funding is not used for elec-
tive abortions. While the President has prom-
ised to issue an Executive Order for political
effect, the President cannot amend a bill by
issuing an order, and the federal courts will
enforce what the law says. The bill also fails
to include proper verification procedures to en-
sure illegal immigrants do not receive federal
subsidies to purchase health insurance. Fur-
thermore, it lacks protections for 9.2 million
military personnel, families and retirees that
their health insurance will not be affected.
These pitfalls explain why Americans have
flooded the DC area in protest, a visual testa-
ment of the public opinion on the Democratic
health bill, which has become largely opposed
throughout the debate. Unfortunately, the
Democrats have not listened, and in one of
the largest abuses of majority power, have
forced their hand on the American public.

My fellow Republicans and | have been will-
ing to work on health care reform from the be-
ginning of this debate. We have introduced
numerous proposals emphasizing free market
solutions and cost-cutting strategies to make
health care insurance readily available and
more affordable to Americans. We were
present when the President called us to dis-
cuss health care reform, but our willingness to
start over and work together was ignored by
our colleagues. | am disappointed by the
events of tonight, but | have not given up and
will continue to work for true reform that will
lower costs instead of simply shifting those
costs onto the government.
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Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of Carol Wilson-Smith for her
continued service and commitment to the
health care field.

Carol Wilson-Smith is currently the Director
of Rehabilitation Medicine at Kings County
Hospital Center (KCHC). She is responsible
for overseeing all operations of the depart-
ment, managing the budget, and for ensuring
that all patients receive the most effective re-
habilitation that allows them to maximize their
function to be re-integrated into their commu-
nity. One of the many challenges of her posi-
tion is adapting to the changing healthcare/
managed care requirements as resources
dwindle and patients’ demands increase.

Carol began her career as a public school
teacher specializing in Physical Education.
After fourteen years in this role, she changed
careers and attained a Physical Therapy de-
gree. She has since practiced as a Physical
Therapist at Harlem Hospital and Kings Coun-
ty Hospital, in the New York City Department
of Education and in Home Care and moved on
to become the Director of Physical Therapy
and subsequently of Rehabilitation Medicine,
EMG/EEG and Early Intervention at KCHC.
Her ultimate goal is to have a positive impact
on policy and decision making in the health
and wellness field on a larger scale.

She received her secondary education at St.
Joseph’s Convent in Port-of-Spain, followed by
a Teacher's Diploma from the Trinidad and
Tobago Government Teachers College. She
enrolled in the Physical Therapy program at
Mona Campus, University of the West Indies
before migrating to the United States of Amer-
ica where she earned her Bachelor of Science
in Physical Therapy at Howard University. Ms.
Wilson-Smith received a Master of Arts in
Motor Learning from Columbia University, and
a Master of Public Administration from New
York University. Currently she is enrolled in a
Doctoral Program at Boston University.

Recently appointed to the New York State
Board for Physical Therapy by the Regents of
New York City Department of Education, Carol
has worked with the Foreign Credentialing
Commission for Physical Therapy for the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).

She is a member of the Trinidad & Tobago
Alliance USA, Inc., and is a member of the
Board of the University of the West Indies
Alumni Association New York Chapter, pro-
viding educational scholarships to deserving
candidates from both organizations.

As a devoted mother of three children:
Naila, Kayode, and Karim she lives by the
maxim: To whom much is given, much is ex-
pected (Luke 12:48).

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing Carol Wilson-Smith.
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Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Nova Hindoyan of Pasadena, Cali-
fornia. Each year in March, in recognition of
Women’s History Month, we pay special trib-
ute to the accomplishments made by our na-
tion’s most distinguished women.

Nova came to the United States in 1975
from Damascus, Syria to attend her brother’s
wedding. While here, she met Garabet
Hindoyan, then a student and now the co-
owner of Burger Continental Restaurant in
Pasadena. They fell in love and married within
the same year. They were blessed with a son
and two daughters.

Nova has been a long-time dedicated mem-
ber of the Armenian Relief Society of Western
USA, Inc., (ARS-WR) and has held executive
positions as Chair of the Armenian Relief So-
ciety of Pasadena Chapter “SOSSE”, as well
as been on the Executive Board of Directors
of the ARS-WR as vice chair and chair. She
has worked on the ARS Public Relations
Committee’s special events, Red Cross blood
drives, and City of Hope Bone Marrow Reg-
istry. Nova has always been an active parent
and was on the Parent-Teacher Association
while all three of her children were in school.

With her leadership, she was able to raise
funds for special projects for ARS, most re-
cently for the Society’s Centennial Fund. She
was also on the Board of Directors of the Old
Town Conservatory School of Music in Pasa-
dena, as well as on the Board of Directors and
an active participant of the Lark Musical Soci-
ety. Nova has sponsored foreign students who
have come to enjoy her hospitality while they
were in school. Today, Nova is on the Board
of the Directors of the ARS Central Executive,
while staying active in her chapter in Pasa-
dena.

| ask all Members of Congress to join me
today in honoring a remarkable woman of
California’s 29th Congressional District, Nova
Hindoyan. The entire community joins me in
thanking Nova for the meaningful impact she
has had on the 29th Congressional District.

———
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Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in opposition to H.R. 3590 and H.R. 4872.
Passage of this legislation represents the first
step to a government takeover of our health
care system. Everyone agrees that our health
care system needs to be reformed. Health
care in America is too expensive and too
many families across America are worried
about losing or have already lost their health
coverage. Businesses, small and large alike,
are struggling to provide health insurance for
their employees.

Unfortunately, rather than working on real
reforms to improve access to health care for
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